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Early Childhood Special Education Services
When a parent, caregiver, doctor, or anyone else has a concern about a young child’s development, a referral can be made for a developmental evaluation. All evaluations and services are provided at no cost to parents. 

Birth through Age Two: Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) is the early intervention program in Washington State coordinating services for eligible children from birth through the child’s third birthday.  The family resource coordinator (through ESIT) connects with the school district to develop an Individual Family Services Plan collaborating with school district staff to provide services. 

Preschool (Ages 3-5): The local school district conducts evaluations for children who are three to five years old. Early Childhood Special Education services are available in every school district. 

If the child meets eligibility criteria for special education services, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) will be developed. The IEP contains educational goals for the child and identifies where special education services will be provided. Early Childhood Special Education services may be delivered in a variety of settings, including: district-operated preschool programs, Head Start or Early Childhood Education and Assistance Programs (ECEAP), child care centers, or community preschool programs.

We’re here to make good things happen for other people.
